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" While in Finland's present war we have had to give
consideration to the fact that our stores of material and
foodstuffs were greatly depleted, we have been as helpful
as we could be.
" In this help, however, such things as we have exported
have always excluded any imports of other materials we
obtained from America and, of course, from Great
Britain.
" As any help has been exclusively to Finland and to no
one else, we ask England to remember that Sweden has
been united with the people of Finland by economic,
cultural, and religious bonds, and by our way of life for
nearly eight hundred years. Therefore, any isolation of
Finland from the great democratic nations by a declaration
of war against Finland naturally would have a direct effect
on Sweden and make it doubly hard to carry out our pro-
gramme of independence and national security.35
Per Albin Hansson, Sweden's Prime Minister, a large
man, stolid and- firm, spoke plainly and to the point in each
of our meetings. Per Albin, as he is universally called in
Sweden, is a country man. Schooled in the earliest days of
Swedish domestic politics and Swedish home policy, he has
a solid bluntness and an attitude of quiet confidence which
is very reassuring.
Per Albin is a past master in handling with his hands or
a halter that curious unit, that human compound best ex-
pressed as a unit : Men-and-Politics. How this strange two-
headed India bull has plagued the uninitiated in every
country. How this hybrid leers as it emerges from the dark
stalls of experience to explain why it is so hard for most
men who are not" politicians " to make good in government.
Politics is a science unlike any other except possibly the
movie business, but a science nevertheless. And it is shot
full of peculiarities. Only a man in public life understands
these at all, and he spends a good part of his time trying
to convince his constituents that they do not exist. Politics
is loaded with techniques and rules of every sort, is full
of dogmas which come early and stay late, and operates on
the proven fundamental that the shortest distance between
two points is a curve. No successful politician has any
interest in making a frontal attack.